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Accounts differ as to his first work. Curfl, in his
Impartial History of the Life, Character, 6-c., of Mr.
John Barber (London, 1741), says that the alderman
himself stated that the first fifty pounds he could
call his own were earned by printing a pamphlet
written by Charles D'Avenant; while in the Life
and Character, another pamphlet printed in the
same year for T. Cooper, it is said that it was
Defoe's Diet of Poland which brought him the first
money he laid up. It is also said that he was
greatly indebted to Dean Swift for his rapid ad-
vancement.

By whatever means it was accomplished, Barber
was introduced to Henry St. John, afterwards Lord
Bolingbroke, and was engaged as printer to the
Ministry, his printing-house becoming the meeting-
place of the statesmen, poets, and wits of the day.
Barber was himself a genial companion and hard
drinker, who spent his money freely, and in this
way made many friends. He printed for Dean
Swift, for Pope, Matthew Prior, and Dr. King, and
was also the printer of nearly all the writings of
the versatile and unhappy Mrs. Manley.

At the time of the South Sea scheme Barber took
large shares, and, it is said, amassed a considerable
fortune before the bubble burst. But he was in-
debted mainly to the patronage of Lord Boling-
broke for his success as a printer. Through that
statesman he obtained the contract for printing the
votes of the House of Commons, and by the same